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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE PRESIDENTIAL VISIT TO POLAND 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER OLSZOWSKI ASKED ME TO CALL ON HIM AT 
5:00 P.M. JUNE 19. AFTER A FEW WORDS INDICATING THAT HE 
WOULD BE HAPPY TO MEET WITH CODEL HUMPHREY/SCOTT AND HAD 
RECOMMENDED TO GIEREK THAT HE ALSO DO SO, OLSZOWSKI ASKED 
ME WHETHER I HAD HEARD ANYTHING NEW, WHILE I WAS IN 
WASHINGTON RECENTLY (MAY 26-JUNE 4), ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 
OF A VISIT BY PRESIDENT FORD TO WASAW. 

2. 1 SAID THAT I HAD HEARD NOTHING AUTHORITATIVE, SINCE, 
DURING MY VISIT, THE SECRETARY AND HIS PRINCIPAL ADVISERS 
HAD BEEN IN EUROPE WITH THE PRESIDENT. I HAD, HOWEVER, 

HEARD THE SPECULATION WHICH WAS BEING VOICED ON THE 
SUBJECT BY, AMONG OTHERS, AMBASSADOR TRAMPCZ YN S KI, I.E., 
THAT IF PHASE II OF CSCE WERE COMPLETED BY THE END OF 
JUNE AND PHASE III WERE CONSEQUENTLY SET FOR THE END 
OF JULY, THE PRESIDENT MIGHT VISIT SOME COUNTRIES 
IN EUROPE IN CONNECTION WITH HIS TRAVEL TO OR FROM 
HELSINKI. 

3. OLSZOWSKI SAID THAT HE WAS AWARE OF THIS SPECULA- 
TION. EARLIER, HE HAD BELIEVED THAT I WAS UNREALISTIC 
TO EXPECT A CONCLUSION OF CSCE IN TIME TO HOLD THE 
SUMMIT AT HELSINKI AT THE END OF JULY. HE HAD BEEN 
EXPECTING THAT THE HELSINKI SUMMIT WOULD TAKE PLACE 
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ONLY EARLY IN SEPTEMBER. NOW, HOWEVER, HE BELIEVED THE 
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CHANCES WERE ABOUT EVEN THAT THE HELSINKI SUMMIT COULD 
TAKE PLACE AT THE END OF JULY, "LET US SAY, SOME TIME 
AFTER JULY 25." 

4. CONSEQUENTLY, HE SAID, HE WANTED TO 'THINK OUT LOUD" 

WITH ME ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE PRESIDENT MIGHT 
WISH TO VISIT POLAND IN CONNECTION WITH HIS TRAVEL TO 
HELSINKI FOR THE SUMMIT. AS WE KNEW, HE SAID, THE 
PRESIDENT WOULD BE GREETED MOST WARMLY BY THE POLISH 
LEADERSHIP AND BY THE POLISH PEOPLE WHENEVER HE 
SHOULD FIND IT CONVENIENT TO VISIT POLAND. THERE WERE NO 
QUESTIONS OF POSING ANY CONDITIONS OR QUALIFICA- 
TIONS AS TO WHEN SUCH A VISIT MIGHT TAKE PLACE. HOWEVER, 
OLSZOWSKI SAID, IF IT WAS PERMISSIBLE TO "THINK OUT 
LOUD" IN THIS WAY, THE POLISH LEADERSHIP WOULD FIND IT 
PREFERABLE IF, IN CONTEMPLATING A VISIT TO POLAND 
CONNECTED WITH THE HELSINKI SUMMIT, WE COULD CONSIDER 
THE POSSIBILITY OF THE PRESIDENT S COMING TO POLAND 
BEFORE THE SUMMIT. IF HE WERE CONTEMPLATING COMING TO 
SOME PLACE IN EUROPE FOR A DAY OR TWO OF ACCLIMATIZATION 
BEFORE THE SUMMIT BEGAN, THE POLES WOULD LIKE TO OFFER 
THEIR FACILITIES. THEY HAD, AS I KNEW, VERY COMFORTABLE 
AND RELAXING FACILITIES IN THE MAZURIAN LAKES REGION. 

(COMMENT: GIEREK AND GISCARD SPEND THE DAY OF 

JUNE 19 AT LANSK LAKE, SOME 25 KILOMETERS DUE SOUTH OF 
OLSZTYN, WHERE THE GOVERNMENT HAS A COMMODIOUS GUEST 
LODGE. END COMMENT). THE PRESIDENT COULD SPEND A DAY 
OR SO THERE. THERE MIGHT BE A RATHER RELAXED SCHEDULE 
OF TALKS. FOLLOWING THAT, THERE COULD BE A MORE 
OFFICIAL PORTION OF THE VISIT, E.G., IN WARSAW AND/OR 
TO OTHER PLACES IN POLAND, DEPENDING UPON THE PRESIDENT'S 
SCHEDULE AND PREFERENCES, DURNG WHICH THERE WOULD 
BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PRESIDENT TO MEET ORDINARY 
PEOPLE, "MEN IN THE STREET", EITHER DURING OPEN-AIR 
CEREMONIES OR DURING VISITS TO FACTORIES OR MINES. 

5. FRANKLY, OLSZOWSKI SAID, WE WOULD VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATE IT, IF, IN THINKING ABOUT THE POSSIBLILITY OF 
SUCH A VISIT, YOU CONSIDERED THE POSSIBILITY OF 
SEPARATING IT FROM VISITS TO OTHER COUNTRIES, SO THAT 
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IT WOULD NOT JUST BE ONE IN A SERIES. "WE'D PREFER IT 
IF WE WERE NOT JUST THROWN TOGETHER WITH ROMANIA OR 
OTHER COUNTRIES ", OLSZOWSKI SAID, OBVIOUSLY HAVING IN 
MIND THE PROBABILITY OF A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF PRESS 
COVERAGE WHICH WOULD TALK ABOUT THREE COMMUNIST COUNTRIES, 
ALL OF WHICH HAD SOME SORT OF SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS BY 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES (I.E., 

YUGOSLAVIA AND ROMANIA THE DECLARED MAVERICKS, WHILE 
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POLAND, THOUGH A FAITHFUL WARSAW PACT MEMBER IS CHARACTER 
IZED BY SUCH STRIKING DIFFERENCES FROM ITS NEIGHBORS AS 
ITS PERVASIVE CATHOLICISM, WIDESPREAD PRIVATE FARMING, 

PRIVATE RETAIL AND SERVICE ENTREPRENEURSHIP; ERGO, 

POLAND IS A POTENTIAL MAVERICK, AND THE AMERICANS 
CULTIVATE IT FOR THAT REASON). POLAND'S RELATIONSHIP TO 
THE UNITED STATES, OLSZOWSKI SAID, WAS SUFFICEIENTLY 
STRONG AND INTIMATE, IN VIEW OF THE TEN MILLION U.S. 

CITIZENS OF POLISH ORIGIN, SO THAT THE POLISH LEADERSHIP 
FELT A QUITE DISTINCT TREATMENT OF POLAND WOULD BE 
WARRANTED FOR THE PURPOSES OF SUCH A PRESIDENTIAL VISIT. 
(COMMENT: WE HAVE HEARD FROM A REALIABLE JOURNALISTIC 
SOURCE THAT, IN BRIEFING POLISH CORRESPONDENTS IN PREPA- 
RATION FOR THE GISCARD VISIT, POLISH OFFICIALS EXPLAINED 
THAT PUBLICITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO IT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE FORMULA THAT, ON A SCALE OF 20 POINTS, A BREZHNEV 
VISIT WOULD MERIT TREATMENT AT THE LEVEL OF 20, A FORD 
VISIT AT THE LEVEL OF 18, AND A GISCARD VISIT AT THE 
LEVEL OF 16. END COMMENT) I SAID THAT, IN THINKING 
ABOUT THE POSSIBLILITY OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISITING COUNTRIES 
IN THIS PART OF EUROPE FOLLOWING THE HELSINKI SUMMIT, I 
HAD BEEN GRATIFIED TO IMAGINE THAT POLAND MIGHT BE 
CHRONOLOGICALLY THE FIRST OF THOSE TO BE VISITED. 

OLSZOWSKI ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS WOULD BE 
GRATIFYING, BUT REPEATED HIS HOPE THAT CONSIDERATION 
MIGHT BE GIVEN TO COMING TO POLAND BEFORE HELSINKI. HE 
REPEATED AGAIN, WITH EMPHASIS, THAT THE POLISH GOVERNMENT 
HAD NO INTENTION WHATSOEVER OF PLACING ANY QUALIFICATIONS 
OR CONDITIONS ON THE TIMING OF A VISIT BY PRESIDENT FORD 
TO POLAND, STRESSING THE WARMTH OF THE WELCOME THE 
PRESIDENT WOULD RECEIVE WHENEVER IT SHOULD PROVE CONVENIENT 
FOR HIM TO COME. OLSZOWSKI ADDED THAT THE CONSIDERATIONS 
HE HAD ADVANCED IN THE COURSE OF "THINKING ALOUD" WITH ME 
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HAD BEEN SHARED ONLY WITH FIRST SECRETARY GIEREK AND 
PZPR-CC SECRETARIAT MEMBER RYSZARD FRELEK. 

6. 1 SAID THAT I APPRECIATED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO "THINK 
ALOUD" WITH HIM ON THIS SUBJECT AND WOULD ENLARGE THE 
CIRCLE ENGAGED IN DOING SO BY SENDING A MESSAGE ON THE 
SUBJECT TO THE SECRETARY. I SAID THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
COULD BE SURE THAT WE WOULD TREAT THE SUBJECT ON OUR SIDE 
WITH A DISCRETION COMPARABLE TO THAT WHICH HE HAD INDICATED 
IT WOULD RECEIVE ON THE POLISH SIDE. 

DAVIES 
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